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THE STOCKTON DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 
Location: ELKS LODGE    8900 Thornton Road    Stockton, CA 95209-1820  

Map & Directions -  see our web site: http://www.stocktondixielandjazz.org 

MAY 2017                ISSUE  #450  

A non- profit organization dedicated to the education,  
preservation and promotion of Traditional Jazz. 

THE DELTA RAG 
 

ON MAY 7, 2017 IT’S  — THE CREOLE JAZZ KINGS 
Combining the experience of seven years of steady Wednesday gigs with a lineup 

of experienced players, The Creole Jazz Kings come to entertain and dazzle with their well-
spiced joyful jazz served hot with a dash of blues.  Material includes early jazz masterpieces from 
Armstrong, Morton and Ellington along with New Orleans revival and New York pop tunes.  Every 

song, every solo, every vocal comes from the heart. 

Curiously, The Creole Jazz Kings are also The Cats ‘n Jammer Jazz Band.   After The Cats 
leader,  Gene Berthelsen passed in 2011, Bob Sakoi filled in for him, and the two bands were 

essentially the same.     Tom Schmidt - reeds/co-leader; Bob Sakoi - trumpet;  
  Brian Richardson - trombone; Kurt Abell - banjo, guitar;  

   Keith Baltz - tuba/co-leader; Joe Runnels - drums; Becky Sharp - vocals  
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MONEY MATTERS For May 2017    
by Geri Eckert, Treasurer 

  
Hello jazz members.  Hope everyone had a HEALTHY and BLESSED EASTER. I 
was with family as I hope all of you were.  That, in itself, is a special blessing. 

Our March session once again remains small in attendance but huge in attitude and 
friendliness.  Hopefully attendance will improve with the recent time change. better weather and 
an effort on your part to invite people you know to our monthly sessions. 
  PLEASE HEED OUR NEED. 
Thank you to all of you who donate raffle prizes and buy raffle tickets.  And a special thank you to 
LARRY TYRELL who goes shopping every month and "purchases" prizes for the club to raffle 
off....and rarely accepts payment for them.  It is simply a generous monthly donation of his time 
and money.  Thanks Larry....we applaud your participation. 
And to BILL SHARP who offered, and did purchase, a piece of musical equipment that is no 
longer being used by the club.  "Now bang away Bill, *and try not to irritate the neighbors..." 
  
 INCOME:  $500.00 
  Door............................164. 
  Membership................  25. 
  Raffle and sales..........280. 
  Kitty jars.....................   31.  (meow)  
 EXPENSES: $327.30 
  Rent............................ 300. 
  Rag printing................   23.66 
  ASCAP.......................      3.64 
Hope to see you on May 7 and remember to BRING A FRIEND(s)!!!!   
ger~ 

  PRESIDENT’S REPORT  -  For May 2017 
Hello all you mayflowers-  Well as Al Jolson famously sang in alternate lyrics: your 
reward for all the April showers last month will be spectacular flowers this month. Enjoy.  
 The club continues to carry on despite small audiences. One month at a time I 
guess. Financial matters are in good shape, although our rent was raised slightly to help 
defray Elk's liquor license cost.  Hey, I do my part. Come on, help me out here. I never 

get out of my mind all the hard work done by our board and volunteers each month. And do you like 
the more cozy atmosphere created by the rear curtains placed forward?   
 Recently I attended two youth big-band performances, by a middle school and a high school. 
Apparently the traditional band-leading technique wherein the conductor continuously expresses his 
baton or arms, is often forsaken. Here, the two leaders started off their musicians, then walked 
away to stage-left as observers, returning only occasionally to emphasize a passage. 
 We continue to await the re-attendance of Billie. Let us all keep her in our prayers.   
 We recently lost a great-arguably controversial-comedian Don Rickles. In my younger days I 
was told repeatedly that I closely resembled the golf king Arnold Palmer. Living in Los Angeles I 
once was taken to a restaurant frequented by celebrities. Don happened to be there, and was so 
convinced I was Arnie that he came over and asked me to come by his table later, address him by 
name and say hello, so as to impress his date. Feeling brave, having consumed a bit of liquid 
courage, I did not correct him, indeed did saunter over about 20 minutes later. “Hi Don” said I. In his 
typical angry manner he responded, loudly enough to inform the entire restaurant, “What the hell is 
wrong with you Arnie, can't you see we're busy having dinner”? In my best slinky maneuver I 
backed away. 
 No board meeting is scheduled this month, pending any change in matters. 

Your Prez.  Frank Lindskoog. 
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The San Joaquin Dixieland Jazz Society 
 

SJDJS 2017 OFFICERS 
 

President...............................Frank Lindskoog 
Past President....................Dick Lockwood 

VP/Music Director................Carl Kaiser 
( Carl’s email:  keybonekaiser@hotmail.com ) 

Secretary….....Barbara Baughman 
Treasurer......................Geri Eckert 

Promotional Mgr...................(Vacant) 
Equipment Mgr.......................Larry Tyrell 

Member at Large…….…......Judith Griffiths 
Member at Large..................Kerry Lockwood 

Historian...........................................Larry Tyrell 
Delta Rag Editor ………………. .Dick Lockwood 

Delta Rag email: editor@stocktondixielandjazz.org 
Delta Rag Contributors....…. Frank Lindskoog, 

Carl Kaiser, Dick Lockwood, Geri Eckert,  
Dave Tygett,  Larry Tyrell, Judy Griffiths 

Photos: Kerry and Dick Lockwood,  
VOLUNTEERS 

Admission Desk Coordinator: Judy Griffiths 
Admission. Desk Volunteers:  Audrey Gulick & Beverly Martin; Julie 

Schumacher; Christina Aasen & Elizabeth Gunter;  
Alice Hannan & Judy Griffitrhs 

Raffle - Dave & Marlena Tygett Larry Tyrell  
Web Administrator - Kerry Lockwood 

 

Website. http://www.stocktondixielandjazz.org 
Equipment Crew:  Larry Tyrell, Mark Kramer 

   Carl Kaiser. Frank Lindskoog, Bill Sharp,  Dick Lockwood, 
  

Nomination Committee:  Jan & Ellie Buhlert 
 

The DELTA RAG is published monthly by the  
San Joaquin Dixieland Jazz Society. 

The submission deadline for material to publish is the 
day of the session preceding the desired issue date. 

   Board Member At Large  
 Judy Griffiths    

April Admission Desk: 
 Audrey Gulick & Beverly Martin; 

Julie Schumacher; Christina Aasen 
& Elizabeth Gunter; Alice Hannan & Judy 

Griffiths 
Equipment Manager  

Larry Tyrell From April 2017 
It was a warm, bright morning 
when Frank Lindskoog and I 
started hauling  the equipment in from the 
storage shed.   Once the equipment was 
inside the Elk's, up on the bandstand 
appeared Bill Sharp, Chris Williams, Dick 
Lockwood , Mark Kramer, and Carl Kaiser, 
and they did all the skilled stuff in setting up 
the equipment.  It was a done deal by 11:45.  
Dick Lockwood gave me the original letter 
that  Vince Marino wrote in 1979 telling of the 
new San Joaquin Dixieland Jazz Society  A 
copy of this letter was in the March 
"Rag."  This letter along with the envelope 
that it came in is now in the "Rag" photo 
album.  It is interesting to note that the 
envelope has a 13 cent stamp on it.  Times 
have changed. 
To digress even further, it is amazing to see 
the number of multi-instrumentalist that were 
part of the Jam-A-Roo Day gathering.  Led by 
Bill Sharp, others included Jim Lucas, Karl 
Kaiser, Dick Lockwood, and Chris Williams.   

     What Will Spring Bring?   
          by Ruth Grijalva 

      Tis early spring, what 
beautiful scents fill the air. 

 The birds chirp their songs, such 
heavenly music,  all beyond 

compare, 
  My rose bushes tell me they'll bloom pretty 

soon. 
    The trees are all waving their arms in full 

bloom. 
Let us appreciate spring,  

Dear Lord, let us savor it while we can.  
 Amidst the beauty;, there's a shadow over 

our land. 
  While the flowers are blooming,   

and the trees gently sway, 
let us sing songs for peace, and bow down 

and pray. 
We must love each other, united we stand. 
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 SUPPORT  LIVE  DIXIELAND 
 
   First Sunday of the month - Noon to 5:00 pm:   
 
   San Joaquin Dixieland Jazz Society 
 
 See our Web page  http://www.stocktondixielandjazz.org/  
 
We are at the Stockton Elks Club.  8900 Thornton Ave., Stockton 95209-1820  
 May 7th .  …     Featuring our Guest Band  — The Creole Jazz Kings    
 

Hey  All You Jammers  —- Bring Your Ax!  We will put you to work. 
What?  You want to bring your whole band or just some of it?  You can do that too! 

Contact our VP/Music Director, Carl Kaiser to schedule a time slot.    
E mail Carl Kaiser at:  keybonekaiser@hotmail.com  

 

Second Sunday of the month - Noon to 5:00 pm: Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society. 
 Elks Lodge, Riverside Drive - Sacramento.  Web:  http://www.sacjazz.org/ 
 
Second Sunday of the month  - Monterey Hot Jazz Society   - Monterey Elks Club 
  Web:  http://www.montereyhotjazzsociety.org/ 
 
Third Sunday of the month  - Noon to 5:00 pm:  Modesto Traditional Jazz Society –   
 Web:  http://www.modestojazz.com/wp/  
 
Fourth Sundays -  1 to 5 pm: South Bay Traditional Jazz Society  -  
 Sunnyvale Elks Lodge.  Web:  http://www.sbtjs.org/  
  
Last Sunday of the Month  - Pismo Beach  - Basin Street Regulars Jazz Club 
 Web:  http://www.pismojazz.com/index.html 
 
Tuesday Nights 5:30– 7:30 Cell Block 7 – @ 
Mc Guire’s Irish Pub on Elm St. in Lodi 
  Web:  http://www.cellblock7.net/ 
 
Weds Nights  -  6 to 9 pm:  You can catch the 
Creole Jazz Kings at the Clarion Inn, Modesto.  
 (209) 521-1612   Facebook:   
 https://www.facebook.com/creolejk  
 
Wednesday Night Music – Straw Hat Pizza 
Rancho Cordova, CA (916) 363-5050  
 6:30 to 8:30 PM  
  (GET THERE EARLY— THE JOINT’S PACKED!) 
   Web: http://www.strawhatpizza.com/store/?storeId=24  
 
 April 2017 Straw Hat Schedule:    
 
  May 3             Jay Paulus Society Band 
  May 10           Big City 5 
  May 17           Cell Block 7 
  May 24           Norm Gary - Four for Fun 
  May 31           Parker Weis & The Weis Guys 
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SEEN AT THE SCENE (for May 2017) 
By Billie Ricker,  Editor Emeritus - The Delta Rag 

 
Our Editor Emeritus Billie Ricker is currently recuperating from the very serious 
surgery that she underwent on March 8th.   Never one to rest, on April 14th, Billie 
wrote this note for her monthly column: 

 “My dear friends, thank you beyond measure for your prayers, your concern and your 
loving thoughts.  They have helped enormously to keep my spirits up. Until I see you at 
Jazz, you are safely in my heart. Love Billie.” 
 Love and Prayers for your speedy recovery Billie  From All of us at SJDJS. 

GUEST ARTICLE 
 Members of the SJTJS who keep the club in existence are mainly the members of the board 
who voluntarily (emphasizing that this means WITHOUT PAY) give many hours of their time to see 
that those in attendance get a worthwhile experience enjoying the music of basically a bygone era. 
Some other behind-the-scene members are those who work at the entrance table, manage the 
raffle, and do the setup and teardown of the sound equipment. 

 One of the hardest working of the volunteers is Mark Kramer, who 
is one of the earliest to arrive and latest to leave because he is a 
formidable force in sound equipment management.  Starting with dragging 
all the equipment from the storage trailer, running and connecting all the 
cables from the mics to the main amp, then to the monitors, then to the 
house speakers, then setting all the sound levels. He has some assistance 
in doing so, but if you saw the action from start to finish, you  would see 
that he does the major portion of the work.  At the end of the afternoon’s 
meeting the process is reversed, and Mark swings into action once again. 
The April issue of the newsletter told how Mark, mostly single-handedly, 
tore down and out away all the equipment.  
 Just as Marvel Comics has their various super heroes, with 
specialized powers, our very own "super hero” is Mark Kramer who, with 
his own very unique set of abilities, moves in leaps and bounds between 

the storage trailer and the stage, first to set up, then to tear down and put away all of the club's 
gear, moving about so quickly that, should you attempt to video his movements, all you would get 
is a blur, which you might possibly be able to identify as Mark. All this happens month after month 
after month, coming all the way fro Sacramento to do so, giving quietly of his services. 
 Mark also does the same job for the Sacramento Jazz Society, including all the extra 
functions with which they associate themselves. To name but a few: The Hot Jazz Jubilee, The 
Memorial Day/Downtown Music Festival, The Pismo Beach Festival, The University of California, 
Sacramento Youth Band Festival. Each event requires the loading of  large U-hauls with the 
necessary equipment from storage, transporting it to staging areas, setting it up, tearing it down, 
then returning it to storage. During those events he usually works from the wee hours of the 
morning to the very late hours of the evening, somewhere in the neighborhood of midnight. 
We, the SJTJS, most certainly do greatly appreciate Mark Kramer, a very first-class individual, and 
recognize the tremendous number of calories he burns, and hours he gives in service to our 
Society. (P.S. He has also purchased and donated most of the new sound equipment we now use.)   
 Ed Note:  This well deserved tribute to Mark was written by a long-time  
    SJDJS Member  who requested anonymity. 
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DA VEEP SEZ -  For May 2017  
By:  Carl Kaiser VP/MD 

 We did not have a lot of jammers at our April session and I noticed that 
there were some mighty tired musicians at the end of the session! Many thanks to our 
wonderful musicians - Greg Ayala, Pat Bradley, Geri Eckert, Charlie Gehlbach, Carl 
Kaiser, Mark Kramer, Frank Lindskoog, Dick Lockwood, Jim Lucas, Bill Sharp, Larry 
Tyrell, Chris Williams and Dick Williams.  
 This definitely was a situation where quality trumped quantity (no political 

statement intended!).   Guys and gals, rest up for May! 
 Our May 7 session will feature the Creole Jazz Kings Jazz Band. We will 
see some familiar faces in this band. You can bet they we will be treated to some great jazz and 
dance music performed by excellent musicians. If you google 'Creole Jazz Kings Modesto' you can 
listen to some of their tunes. 
 Continuing our discussion about Trad Jazz instruments, let's slide into a short discussion 
about the trombone. When it comes to brass instruments in a band, the trumpet and tuba are 
basically the same instrument, assuming they are both pitched in Bb. When I say pitched in Bb, that 
means that the fundamental note of the first harmonic is a Bb. The trombone's fundamental note in 
the first harmonic is also a Bb. The difference then is the slide, rather than the valves, which play 
the notes  between the harmonics. The slide helps to provide the tailgate and other  countermelody 
effects which helps define the Trad sound. 
 Well, as the saying goes, we are 'jus' slidin' down the razor blade of life'! 
    See you on May 7! 
  Carl Kaiser V. P. / Music Director  San Joaquin Dixieland Jazz Society  

   CONTACT ME:  keybonekaiser@hotmail.com 
 
Ed. Note:  Our condolences to the Kaiser Family on the loss of Carl’s Father on April 18th.  
Carl is now in Florida attending to family business.   Carl assures us he will be back on the 
scene at our May 7th Session.   He joins one or two others who have authored their monthly 
report at 35,000 feet while eastbound in an airplane.    
 Carl:  Your dedication to the SJDJS is sincerely appreciated! 
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  P. P.  (PAST PRESIDENT) SEZ -  For May 2017  
 
 Whenever Bill Sharp and I talk about our old days with the De Ja Vu, or B # 
and the Axxidentals, the talk invariably goes to memories of our good friend, Barry 
Luttge.   Barrie was our banjo player.  But...he was oh so much more!   It will 
probably come as no surprise that our bands were very audience friendly.  

Sometimes, the musical horseplay would go on for quiet a while..  Barrie was our straight man,  
our Dean Martin to Jerry Lewis, our Bud Abbot to Lou Costello, etc.   The banjo jokes were 
endless.  I recall one gig at the Jackson Jazz Festival when 
Barrie took to the mic.   Barrie was usually a man of few words. 
This time, In his typical stoic manner, he recapped our 
performances perfectly when he said;  “Playing with these 
guys is the closest thing to a near death experience.”   
 (Pictured L > R:  Barrie Luttge, Bill Sharp,  
 Duncan Elledge, Dick Lockwood)  >>>>>>>>>>>>  
 What guys you ask?   How about Keith Baltz on Tuba, 
Rich Simmons on Drums (another straight man for us),  Art 
Arnett or Bruce Stewart on Trombone,  the always restrained 
Bill Sharp as leader and trumpet player, and me on reeds.  We 
packed them to the rafters in the National Hotel.  The trombone guy had to play with the slide 
pointed towards the ceiling because the audience was right up against the band stand.  Back in 
those days, Our VP/MD Carl Kaiser was the pianist in the Chuck Eros and the Illusions Band.  
That band was always a part of the Jackson Jazz Festival scene too. 
 One of our claims to fame was being fired from the next year’s Jackson Festival by the 
Director.  (Oh the shame of being canned!   And me the Chief of Police in Jackson too.)    
This came after one of our many years appearing at the Jackson Jazz Festival.  Why were we 
canned?  For not being serious enough musicians.  I repeat:  we packed the joints to the rafters.  
Our audience was always part of our show.  Fun Times!  Barrie had it right!    
 While surfing the U Tube jazz universe for your musical homework assignment for the 
month of May, I came across a tune that  was one of Barrie’s favorites.  He correctly assessed 
the difficulty of us doing the tune as it has three distinct parts.  He thought perhaps a rehearsal or 
two might help us to do the tune correctly.   (Rehearsal???  You got to be kidding Barrie!)   
 As you listen to the tune, you will hear the three parts he was talking about.  
 

 “Chelsea on down.”  By the Original Salty Dogs.   
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrpveGqnT7s   

 Read more fascinating details about the Salty Dogs history at Wickipedia:   
  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Original_Salty_Dogs_Jazz_Band 

 And on their Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/SaltyDogsJazzBand/ 
PPs’ Point to Ponder (two of them this month):  
  "Tis better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak and remove all doubt".   
  Abraham Lincoln. 
 “ Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like  
  work. ” ― Thomas A. Edison  
  That’s 30 for May 2017 Folks!  Dick Lockwood  - Editor The Delta Rag  …..  
   Registered Sax Defender  Immediate Past President of the SJDJS 

No Splinters from Your Board for May.  Next Board Meeting as needed. None scheduled yet. 

SPLINTERS FROM  
YOUR BOARD 
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We Won!  (When you win, the SJDJS wins too!)  Support the SJDJS...buy raffle tickets!   Bid high and often!  
Every month Dave and Marlena Tygett run the raffle for our Society.  Thank You, both! 

Raffle Ramble From April 2017 
By Dave Tygett 

 
The Packards donated a grill and foam pillow won by Kathy Becker and Eva 
Jones. A spider plant given by us went to Dick Lockwood. Jeri Eckert gave a 
sequined purple top won by Kathy Becker.  Larry Tyrell brought several prizes; 3 
wines went to Barbara Baughman, Eva Jones, and Tony Moreira. The chocolate 

cake went to Jack Karrow and the the granola to Carol Delariva. A Dr. Bach CD went home 
with Edie Sanchez.   An azalea plant was won by Philinda Stillwell. Two one day passes to the 
Sacramento Music Festival worthy $50 each were donated by the Sacramento Jazz Society 
and brought by Kathy and Dave  Decker. We auctioned one off this month to Barbara 
Baughman for $20.  The second will be auctioned next month. Bring some extra cash! We 
raised $155 this month-Thanks 

Attention Friends:  If you know of someone who is ill or in need of cheeri uld 
like their name on the Sunshine List Please phone Marlena Tygett at: 
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ADVERTISING   -  MONTHLY PRICING 
(Color or Black and White) 

 
  SIZE         RATE  ORIENTATION 
             Portrait                Landscape 
 

Full Page         $ 75     7.5” x 10” (vertical) 
 

Half Page        $ 50     3.5” x 10” (vertical)       7.5” x 4.8” (horiz.) 
 
Quarter Page   $ 25     3.6’ x 4.8” (vertical)       5.5” x 
2.5” (horiz.) 
 
Business Card $ 15     3.6” x 2.3” (vertical) 
 
On our website*  $ 25    1 standard-sized web page  
                 (with max of 2 links)    

* See Details on online:  
 
 

http://www.stocktondixielandjazz.org/  

Y O U R   A D   H E R E   ! 
 

Advertise Your Web Site Address   -  Your Band’s Gigs  -   
Your Organization’s Coming Events  -  Music Festivals  -   

Birthday Greetings   -  Anniversaries  -  Birth Announcements  -  
Favorite Picture  -  Music Related Want Ads & For Sale Ads  

(Keep it Clean, Family-Friendly and Non-Political) 
Sizes from Full Page to Business Card are Available  

with Color Copy On-Line; 
Black and White in our Mailed Version.   

Prices Vary Depending on Ad Size and Detail 
Very Reasonable Rates and... We Discount for Recurring Ads.  

(Example: Business Card size is $100 annually) 
For a No-Obligation Quote: 

 Send us an Email With Your Ad to:  
Editor@Stocktondixielandjazz.org   

Or visit our Web Site:  
http://www.stocktondixielandjazz.org/  

and click the “Contact Us Tab” 
 

US Postal Mail (slower) to:  
SJDJS, P.O. BOX 4746, Stockton, CA 95204   

 

We presently distribute this publication online and via the U.S. Mail. 
Our web site gets thousands of “Hits” every month.  Deadline for 
submission of your Ad is the 1st of the Month preceding the desired 
issue. 

 Clip This Coupon >>>>> 
 

This is our Introductory 
Pass “First Timers” 
(“Get in Free” card). 

Use this card to give to a 
friend or family member 

that you want to invite to 
one of our Sessions.   

 

(So that we will know who 
referred them, please add your 

name and date at the top  of the 
card — where indicated) 

For more information, including ad prices and directions on 
placing your Ad, go to our web site and click on the owl at the 

bottom of our front page.   
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WE’RE CALLING  ON ALL YOU MUSICIANS TO COME JOIN US ON May 7th.  
We feature the best musicians in the area.  If you are a musician, grab your axe and come on 
down to the Stockton Elks Club to join in the fun.  If you would like to schedule a set in advance 

for yourself or for your band, here’s what you do: 
  Contact our Vice President/Music Director Carl Kaiser ASAP.    

E mail him:  keybonekaiser@hotmail.com 



 

Page 12 

Your Membership Dues are Important!  ~  They help keep SJDJS Dancing! 

SAN JOAQUIN  
DIXIELAND 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

P.O. BOX 4746 
STOCKTON, CA 95204 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.stocktondixielandjazz.org 

 

COMING EVENTS IN 2017 
MAY 7,2017  

 

THE CREOLE  JAZZ KINGS  
 

JUNE 4, 2017     
THE NATURAL GAS  JAZZ BAND 

 
JULY 2, 2017 

JAM-A-ROO AND YOU 
 

AUGUST 6 
JAMBALAYA - KEN BROCK 

 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 

LABOR DAY JAM-A-ROO AND YOU 
 

NOVEMBER  5, 2017  
THE COCUZZI  TRIO  

 




